
Messy Church returns face-
to-face on Sunday 11th 

October from 3.30-5.30pm.  
It will be run in a new, safe 
way, and the session must 

be pre-booked to control numbers.  But it will 
still be fun! 

Attendees are asked to ring Elly (07941 
448560) in advance. 

Please pray for Messy Church as it starts a 
new phase. 

 

ITEMS FOR THE  

NEWSLETTER 
 

Please send in news 
and details of special 

celebrations to Christine 
Wright candgxwright@ 

msn.com  
01296 624084.  

Next month’s deadline 
will be Monday 26th 

October. 

A booklet ‘Prayers in Lockdown’ was published on 
1st June 2020. It has been written in collaboration 
by 25 people through Coffee Shop Sunday which is a 
new expression of Church and part of Coventry and 
Nuneaton Methodist Circuit. This has all been done 
‘virtually’ and the 25 co-authors have never met. 
The entire project was completed in less than one 
month.  Copies can be bought or downloaded from 
the Churches Together in England website. An 
extract from one of the prayers is below. 

Hope 
Written by Jean Newland, Sue Fry, Eileen Clarkson, Ruth Rowan, Trevor Gay  

Loving Father, we thank you for all the good things you bring us at 
this time of lockdown and social distancing. We pray that you will be 
with us as we come to terms with a new way of living.  
 

Help us Lord not to see the darkness as a time when we are buried, 
rather let us see it as a time of being 
planted. Show us new opportunities, new 
ideas and new life which can grow and 
flourish at this time.  

This is the way Francis of 
Assisi greeted the people of 
Assisi when he walked through 
the city. He believed that the 
world God created is good and 
that the people are good. 
Francis believed that nature 
itself was the mirror of God and 
the first sign of the good news. 

He called all creatures 
‘brothers’ and ‘sisters’ 
and even preached to 
the birds and other 
animals. This deep 
sense of brotherhood 
under God encouraged 
him to embrace others, 
and he said that he 
could not consider 
himself a friend of Christ if he 
did not cherish those for whom 
Christ died. 

As some of you know, during 
lockdown I have been learning 
some more about Francis and 
the Franciscan worldview 
through an online course I have 
been following. I find it 
fascinating to find out more 
about Francis and what he 

believed, but also how so many 
of his teachings and principles 
resonate so deeply with me: his 
love for nature and the poor 
and the marginalised, his 
believe that God created the 
world as good and that every 
person and creature is loved 
and valuable, his love for 

Christmas and the 
incarnation. 

St Francis’ feast day 
is observed on 
October 4th. This is 
also known as world 
animal day (and I 
don’t think it is a 
coincidence). So I 
thought I would share 

this with you and encourage 
you to reflect on the love of 
God that we can see all around 
us in creation, and let us 
together work out how we can 
love and care for this beautiful 
world God has given us some 
more through what we do and 
what we say. 

May you all be blessed and 
know you are loved. Remco 

‘GOOD DAY, GOOD PEOPLE!’ 
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For a number of years Harvest has 
provided an opportunity for 
Wendover Free Church to support 
Aylesbury Women’s Aid by donating 
non perishable foods. This year, 
with the challenges of Covid-19, 
their needs are greater than ever. 
    The Refuge was unable to take in 
any women/children from the start 
of lockdown until restrictions were 
slightly lifted at the end of June but 
even then only a 
reduced number were 
accommodated. 
Gradually their intake 
increased and the 
number of women 
who have stayed at 
the Refuge during 
2020 (up to mid September) is 27. 
Inevitably, many of these women 
had families and 32 children, 
ranging from new-born to teenage, 
also sought sanctuary at the secure 
Aylesbury premises. 
   Other challenges the Refuge faced 
during lockdown included support 
workers having to work from home 
although remaining on call 24/7 for 
residents. Regular activities such as 
courses for the women, children’s 
play sessions and days out, and face
-to-face support and counselling for 
both women and children stopped. 

In addition, the purchase of a huge 
amount of appropriate PPE has 
been costly. 
The valuable work in offering a safe 
haven and the possibility of 
rebuilding lives away from fear, 
violence and intimidation, however, 
continues and we are blessed in 
being able to play a small part in 
that transformation. Which brings 
me to this year’s Harvest. If you are 

able to donate food 
(tinned tuna, tinned 
meat such as hot dogs 
and meatballs, pasta 
sauces, teabags, pasta 
and rice) then please 
either bring these 
items to our Harvest 

gathering at 3pm on Sunday 4th 
October, or get in touch with me 
(01296 624759 or e-mail 
sandra.smith81@btinternet.com) 
and I will pick them up from you. 
   A final word goes to Aylesbury 
Women’s Aid’s Laura McMillan: 
‘We are very grateful for the 
donation of Harvest goods from 
Wendover Church as unfortunately 
we will not be receiving as much as 
we have had in previous years. 
Once again thank you for your 
ongoing support to AWA.’ 
Sandra Smith 

AYLESBURY WOMEN’S AID A MONUMENT TO ANSWERED PRAYER 
A new national prayer 
monument, built with a million 
bricks, each representing an 
answered prayer, has been 
given the go-ahead. 
Building work on the Eternal 
Wall of Answered 
Prayer, which will 
dwarf the Angel of the 
North, is set to begin 
in Coleshill on the 
outskirts of 
Birmingham in the 
spring after planning 
permission was 
granted by the local 
council. 

The structure will take the 
shape of an infinity loop to 
represent how God has no 
beginning and no end. 

The 169ft structure is the 
brainchild of Richard Gamble, 
a former chaplain at Leicester 
City football club who says the 
concept first came to him 14 
years ago as he carried a 
wooden cross on his back 
through Leicestershire to 
mark Good Friday. 
‘I had the idea of creating 
something,’ he recalled, ‘to 
build a wall where every brick 
represented an answered 

prayer… as a way to 
communicate to people 
outside the church that 
miracles are still happening 
every day in this nation.’ 
Although the idea stems from 

a Christian belief in prayer, 
there will also be an exhibition 
space inside the building 
about how other religions 
pray, which Richard Gamble 
hopes will be used by 
religious education teachers. 

He also hopes that this 
landmark will serve as a place 
of hope for many, and one 
that will help us remember the 
Christian heritage of our 
nation.’ 
 


