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Welcome to our home worship sheets.  We’re continuing to think about 

hospitality and today we are looking at the Old Testament story of Ruth.  Let 

us pray together as we start. 

Lord God we thank you for this new day.  We thank you for the opportunity to 

gather around these sheets and to remind ourselves of your love for us.  Help 

us to know your presence with us and to focus our minds and hearts on you 

alone.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

Praise the LORD! Yes, give praise, O servants of the LORD.  

Praise the name of the LORD!  

Blessed be the name of the LORD now and forever.  

Everywhere—from east to west—praise the name of the LORD.  

For the LORD is high above the nations; His glory is higher than the heavens. 

Who can be compared with the LORD our God, who is enthroned on high?  

He stoops to look down on heaven and on earth.  

He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from the garbage dump.  

He sets them among princes, even the princes of His own people!  

He gives the childless woman a family, making her a happy mother.  

Praise the LORD!        (Psalm 113:1-9) 

Our first song reminds us that God calls us from all corners of the world to 

follow Him.  Let’s sing/read/listen to our first song “Far and near hear the call” 

(Source 90) To listen on YouTube click here 

Thanksgiving: Think of three things you are grateful for that you want to say 

thank you to God about.  Let us use them as we give thanks in prayer. 

Generous Father God, we thank you for the many blessings you have given 

us.  Thinking back over our week and our lives we want to thank you for … 

and … and … . 

Thank you as well for your never ending love for us.  Thank you for the love 

you have for us that we can see in the life and death and resurrection of 

Jesus.  Thank you that through Jesus we can know you more and we can 

know more about your love and forgiveness for us.  We thank you and praise 

you because this is wonderful. 

We thank you as well for the material blessings and skills you have given us 

and for the opportunities we have to use them and give them back for the 

building of your kingdom.  Help us Lord to use wisely what we collect as a 

church and keep as individuals, that through all your love and goodness 

might be proclaimed.  Help us to bring you glory through all that we do, in 

Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

Before we are going to read our bible reading today and think about what it 

means for us today we’re going to sing “Speak Lord in the stillness”.  It is a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_9qRaVBt5o
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prayer to invite God to speak to us and feed us.  Let us sing/read/listen 

together.  Click here for the song on YouTube 

Reading (Ruth 2:1-19): 

Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, a prominent rich man, of 

the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said 

to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain, behind 

someone in whose sight I may find favour.” She said to her, “Go, my 

daughter.” 3 So she went. She came and gleaned in the field behind the 

reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, 

who was of the family of Elimelech. 4 Just then Boaz came from Bethlehem. He 

said to the reapers, “The Lord be with you.” They answered, “The Lord bless 

you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, “To 

whom does this young woman belong?” 6 The servant who was in charge of 

the reapers answered, “She is the Moabite who came back with Naomi from 

the country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please, let me glean and gather among the 

sheaves behind the reapers.’ So she came, and she has been on her feet 

from early this morning until now, without resting even for a moment.”  

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in 

another field or leave this one, but keep close to my young women. 9 Keep 

your eyes on the field that is being reaped, and follow behind them. I have 

ordered the young men not to bother you. If you get thirsty, go to the vessels 

and drink from what the young men have drawn.” 10 Then she fell prostrate, 

with her face to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favour in 

your sight, that you should take notice of me, when I am a foreigner?” 11 But 

Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the 

death of your husband has been fully told me, and how you left your father 

and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not 

know before. 12 May the Lord reward you for your deeds, and may you have 

a full reward from the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have 

come for refuge!” 13 Then she said, “May I continue to find favour in your sight, 

my lord, for you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, even 

though I am not one of your servants.” 

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, and eat some of this bread, and 

dip your morsel in the sour wine.” So she sat beside the reapers, and he 

heaped up for her some parched grain. She ate until she was satisfied, and 

she had some left over. 15 When she got up to glean, Boaz instructed his 

young men, “Let her glean even among the standing sheaves, and do not 

reproach her. 16 You must also pull out some handfuls for her from the bundles, 

and leave them for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.” 

17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had 

gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. 18 She picked it up and came 

into the town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gleaned. Then 

https://youtu.be/Q3fbySPCx4U
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she took out and gave her what was left over after she herself had been 

satisfied. 19 Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today? And 

where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of you.” So 

she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and said, “The name 

of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.”  

Reflection:  

I am sure that we’ve all experienced a different culture at some time or 

another.  We’ve all been abroad, or in different parts of the UK, where we’ve 

met the locals and experienced some of their culture.  Some of us have 

moved from these different places and cultures and now find ourselves in this 

part of the world.  If we were to trace our roots back far enough we would 

discover that we descend from people who immigrated to this land.  These 

days you can have your DNA analysed to determine how much Norman or 

Saxon or other you are.  And over the years people from different parts of the 

world and different cultures have been brought to this land to work for us as 

either free or slaves, actually our economy is build upon it.  We are a migrant 

people, I (Remco) am an immigrant, and if we look closely we all have come 

from different places and cultures and find ourselves here. 

The story of Ruth is also a story of immigration.  Initially Naomi and her 

husband Elimelech fled to the land of Moab as refugees.  There was a famine 

in Israel and they left to look for a better life elsewhere.  Their two sons married 

local girls who then became part of the family.  Unfortunately, Naomi’s 

husband and sons all died, leaving her with the two foreign women in a 

foreign land.  At that time women on their own didn’t have any rights or say, 

especially without a family to provide for them or protect them, so Naomi 

decided to go back home.  Ruth decided to stay with Naomi, while her sister-

in-law returned to her own people.  This is where we’ve picked up the story 

today.   Ruth loves her mother in law and decides to go out to glean grain in 

the field of Boaz, a relative of Elimelech, Naomi’s late husband.  Now, there 

was a custom at the time, which was actually also written into the laws of the 

people of Israel (Leviticus 19:9, 23:22 and Deuteronomy 24:19), that the edges 

of the field and the harvest that was dropped would be left for the poor and 

the foreigner and the widows.  Deuteronomy 24 verse 18 and 19 explain it like 

this:  “Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the LORD your God 

redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.  When you 

reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go 

back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that 

the LORD your God may bless you in all your undertakings.” 

Ruth finds herself protected by Boaz, even before he works out who she really 

is.  And Ruth ends up getting married to Boaz and giving him a child called 

Obed.  Obed became the father of Jesse and Jesse was the father of King 

David.  Through the hospitality Ruth received, through the way she was 
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looked after, not just by Naomi, but also by the people of Israel, Ruth became 

a vital part of the story of Israel.  Ruth the Moabite, the foreigner became the 

great-grandmother of the great king David. 

So, when we think about hospitality and how we respond to enormous and 

unfathomable love we have been shown by God.  When we think about the 

hospitality God has shown to the people of Israel, and to us by calling us His 

sons and daughters, His beloved, how can we respond?  I believe that the 

only appropriate response is to show this hospitality and love to anyone who 

needs it.  To anyone who comes to us for help or a place to call home.  We 

were once lost and slaves to sin.  God came to set us free, to make us his own 

children, to share his love and goodness, his grace and mercy.  And we can’t 

repay Him, or earn more of it, all we can do choose to live in his glorious 

generosity and learn to pass it on to those the world would rather forget 

about. 

Questions: 

1) The people of Israel didn’t think much of the Moabites (see 

Deuteronomy 23:3 & 6) so why was Boaz so kind to Ruth? 

2) Research shows that people with black or brown skin or foreign names 

are treated less favourably by employers, courts, health and education 

providers in the UK.  How can God’s people be part of bringing justice 

for these people? 

3) How does our understanding of God impact on our approach to 

hospitality? 

Let us take a moment to be still and listen to God. 

Take a moment now to bring our concerns to God. Let’s pray for: 

Our world……..Our country…………Our Community…….Our family 

Let’s bring those who need God’s particular help to him now…… 

Let’s close by sharing the Lord’s prayer:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

We’re going to listen/read/sing our final song that reminds us about God’s 

great faithfulness and love “Great is thy Faithfulness” (Source 138).   

To find it on YouTube please click here 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore, Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o

