NEWS AND DEADLINES
QUIZ NIGHT
8 Teams took part in our quiz
night on 7th November. £180
was raised for Embrace.
Congratulations to the winning
team ‘The Shaw Thing’ and to
David White for hosting a great
evening.

WENDOVER CHRISTMAS
CAROL TRAIL
The trail will be ‘live’ from Friday
11th to Sunday 21st December.
E-mail
carol@wendoverfreechurch.org.uk

for details or visit JUST shop from
Friday 4th December.

GIVING TREE
Please give generously this year, if possible. Wrap your
gift(s) and label with information about the contents (e.g.
boy aged 6-8; adult toiletries). Sandra Smith is willing to
collect gifts when they are ready. Please e-mail her or
ring 01296 624759. Deadline Sunday 6th, please.
Gifts will be delivered to Aylesbury Women’s Aid in time for Christmas.

ITEMS FOR
THE
NEWSLETTER
Please send in
news and
details of
special
celebrations to
Christine Wright
candgxwright@
msn.com
01296 624084
Next month’s
deadline will be
Monday 21st
December.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARD
Remember to send your Christmas greeting to arrive by
Wednesday 9th. Send to Emma Critchley, 2 Moor Park,
Wendover HP22 6AX or emmacritchley@eclipse.co.uk.
You can give to Christian Aid online at
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give - or you can give
cash, which can be collected from you. Please just ask.

Two Messy Church sessions are
planned on Sunday 20th and
Tuesday 22nd. Please pray that the
sessions will be go ahead, be well
attended and safe for all.
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JOURNEY INTO THE UNKNOWN
(Zechariah’s song: Luke 1:68-79)
Faithful God, whose words and promises never fail,
tune our ears and hearts to Zechariah’s song.
In our uncertainty
when the way ahead is
unclear,
and we fear for the future,
may we count our blessings
and hear your call
to journey into the
unknown.
In the darkness of our wounded and warring world,
when faith falters and hope grows dim,
may be trust in your tender mercy,
and look to you as our guiding light.
Faithful God, whose words of promise never fail,
grant us the courage to take you at your word,
even when you take us by surprise.
Give us the words and the wisdom we need
to tell the world what you have done for us.
Jean Mortimer
published in the URC Payer Handbook 2009

MISSION PRAYERS FOR BMS
Can you imagine it?
Not the unseen threat of Covid19, but of something visible taking
root in your skin…
The sickening feeling as you
notice that first patch of
discoloured flesh. Scrambling to
keep your symptoms hidden, all
the while not knowing there was a
cure. And seeing the expressions
of passers-by slowly change from
pity to fear… that’s if
they acknowledge you
at all.
…Imagine not knowing
there was help close at
hand, nor Christian
people who cared. This
is the story told by
survivors like
Gyanu. And there’s a
story still being told
about leprosy. That it
can’t be treated. Or worse, that it
no longer exists. But this is a lie
that is making people suffer right
now. Leprosy can be eradicated in
Nepal.
Our giving and prayers can help
end leprosy.
When leprosy began to disfigure
the child Gyanu’s hands and feet,
her family hid her from sight for
eight heart-breaking years. Think
what a different message

that little girl would have received
about her worth if she’d been
offered acceptance, care and a
clear diagnosis.
It was as an adult that Gyanu
heard the life-changing news
about Green Pastures Hospital in
Nepal, where she’s received
treatment for her leprosy over the
years, and where pastoral
assistants also told her about the
love of Jesus.
Pray for those
working to help
slow the advance
of this terrible
disease, and even
cure it forever, by
getting men and
women onto a
similar, lifetransforming
treatment plan at
this trusted BMS partner hospital.
Leprosy still exists because
people carrying it don’t get
treatment – that’s how it spreads.
The more caring Christians who
work together to get treatment to
people like Gyanu this Christmas,
the closer we are to eradicating
leprosy forever!
www.bmsworldmission.org/
appeal/christmas-nepal-leprosyappeal/

With the help of churches like ours, BMS aims to bring Christ’s
transforming love to the world’s most marginalised people and
least evangelised communities, with a special focus on fragile
states and desperate, often dangerous, contexts.

NOT AS WE EXPECTED
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Christmas this year is going to be
very different from what we are
used to. We might not be in a fullblown lockdown, but there will be
restrictions and many cautious
people will rather not risk catching
or transmitting the virus.
When I reflect on the
different year we’ve had and
the different Christmas ahead
of us, I can’t help but think
that the first Christmas must
have been not as expected.
Joseph had to go to
Bethlehem to register in the
census Emperor Augustus was
holding, and he took heavily
pregnant Mary with him. Not
finding anywhere to stay because all
the rooms were full, they ended up
in a stable. And then Mary went
into labour and gave birth to a son.
It was messy and not at all what
they had expected.
What followed was even more
unexpected. Shepherds were the
first to turn up and congratulate
them and adore the baby.
Apparently, Angels had told them
about it! And then there were the
incidents in the temple with Simeon
and Anna. Oh, and some wise men
from afar also arrived out of the
blue to visit the baby and bring him

expensive gifts. Nothing was at all
what was as expected.
I believe that this unexpectedness
is part of Jesus’ nature and ministry
and life. We see everywhere in the
gospels that he is not saying or doing
what was expected. Why then do
we get so uncomfortable when
things are not as we would
like them to be, as we expect
them to be? If we are Jesus’
disciples, we can expect the
unexpected wherever he
leads us, and we also know
that he is with us. At
Christmas, Immanuel is born.
God came to us to demonstrate his
love for us all and to show us that he
has not given up on us or forgotten
us. We can know His presence and
support, even when everything else
is not as we expect.
Remco
May this time of advent and
looking forward to Christmas be a
time of hope, love, joy and peace.
May you be filled with joy, as you
live in the moment and enjoy the
simple things of life, even when
everything is not as we expect.
May the blessing of Immanuel,
God with us, rest on us all, now
and forever. Amen.

