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Welcome to our worship together sheets.  Today is the first Sunday of 

Advent, and through the first three weeks of Advent we’ll be looking at 

the Old Testament prophets and what they said about the coming 

Messiah.  This week we’re looking at a very well-known prophecy in 

Isaiah.  Let’s start by praying together. 

Father God, be with us this morning we pray. Help us to listen for your 

voice through all we do together this morning. in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

Call to worship: (Isaiah 12:4-6) 

Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;  

make known his deeds among the nations;  

proclaim that his name is exalted. 

Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;  

let this be known in all the earth. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,  

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Let’s sing for joy to our God, let us sing/read/listen our first hymn: “God 

eternal, God immortal”.  Click here to find the song on YouTube. 

 

Thanksgiving:  

Think of three things that you are looking forward to this Advent…  

Looking back over the last year what has been you biggest blessing?  

Take a few moments now to thank God for these blessings.   

 

Lighting the first advent candle: 

We read from the prophet Isaiah: ‘Get yourself up on a high mountain, O 

Zion, bearer of good news, lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer 

of good news; lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is 

your God!”’ – the Advent God of creation.  (Isaiah 40:9) 

The first candle is lit 

As we light our first candle, we give thanks to God for the gift of this 

bounteous creation, celebrating its diverse life and wondrous beauty. We 

know that all created life should be enabled to flourish as God intended, 

and yet often our actions do not treat it with value. As we face the 

climate crisis, we lament the ways in which creation has been stifled and 

altered by our actions. And yet, we also give thanks for the hope we find 

in the Creator as we wait for God to visit us again. 

For those at home, hang or place the globe symbol in the room. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1hJoP-aKHM
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Let us sing together the chorus and verse 1 of ‘Christmas is coming’   

Click here to find the song on YouTube. 

Let us pray. 

We pray for all who work to renew the environment, to reverse the years 

of neglect and abuse and bring hope, love and light to the world. We 

commit ourselves to play our part in protecting this most precious of gifts 

and to ‘lift up our voices mightily’ to call on all to do more to care for 

creation. Amen. 

Reading: Isaiah 53 

Who has believed what we have heard? 

    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; 

    a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 

    and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken, 

    struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

    crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

    and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have all turned to our own way, 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

    Who could have imagined his future? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 

    stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked 

    and his tomb with the rich, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9Q4YeEH7I4
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although he had done no violence, 

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 

When you make his life an offering for sin, 

    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 

through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
11     Out of his anguish he shall see light; 

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 

    The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 

    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out himself to death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors.i 

Reflection: 

Isaiah chapter 53 is one of the four so called “servant songs” in Isaiah.  

These chapters toward the end of the book are all about God’s servant 

who gives himself so that others might be healed and helped.  Isaiah was 

a very popular book in the time of Jesus. After the Psalms, Isaiah is the 

most frequently quoted Old Testament book in the New Testament.  The 

people of that time were living under Roman rule, and they longed to be 

set free so it is no wonder that they were so caught up in this book that so 

clearly talks about the hope of the Messiah, the rescuer, the one who 

would come to save them form the Roman oppression.  Chapter 52 talks 

about the messenger who announces peace and brings good news.  This 

Messiah who proclaims salvation and declares to the people “Your God 

reigns”.  But, when we start to get to chapter 53 the mood changes and 

the way that the servant of God will the achieve the great rescue plan is 

described in terrible detail.  We also see that the human race is going to 

reject him and despise him and yet he will go to any lengths to bring 

good news to the people he loves so very much.  His suffering for our 

healing. 

Isaiah was written hundreds of years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

but it’s not hard to see why the first Christians saw Jesus and his story so 

clearly in this passage.  And it is a passage that still speaks loud and clear 

to us today.  As we come to Advent this passage is a stark reminder of 

what the innocent babe born in a manager came to do.  It also speaks 

to us of a love that is stronger than death and the ultimate power of self -

sacrifice.  We see the servant King!  And when we are aware of our sins, 
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our failings, our brokenness, this is the passage that assures us that we can 

be forgiven, healed and restored.   

Traditionally Advent like Lent has been a time of contemplation and 

fasting.  It’s been a time when we consider the price King Jesus paid to 

draw us back to himself.  Traditionally Christians would fast during Advent 

in a similar way to during Lent.  It is very different from our modern-day 

concept of Advent with chocolate Calendars, celebratory meals and 

rampant consumerism being the order of the day.  As Christians we 

usually want to focus our Advent on the hope, love and light that the 

coming of Jesus brings to our world.  We also look forward at this time to 

the second coming, when every wrong will be righted and every tear 

wiped away.  But maybe it is good, right at the beginning of Advent, to 

look again at the cross and consider the cost of our salvation. To consider 

the wonder of the cross and to marvel again at how long, how wide, how 

high and how deep is the love that Christ Jesus has for us. 

 

Questions: 

1. Looking at Isaiah 53 which bits particularly remind you of Jesus? 

2. Isaiah was well known to the religious leaders in Jesus’ time. Why 

didn’t they see their behaviour towards him reflected in this 

passage? 

3. What does this story tell you about God’s love? 

 

Let us continue to reflect on the love of God shown to us in Jesus as we 

sing our next song.  We’re going to sing/read/listen to “Man of sorrows”  

Click here to find the song on YouTube 

 

Prayers for others: 

We pray for our world Lord we long for your peace to reign here on earth.  

We pray particularly for the people who are being driven from their 

homes by violence or injustice. We think of those in refugee camps and 

those who are not welcome in the places they come to for protection. 

Father we pray that aid may reach those in need and help to reach 

those who need rescue.  We pray for all who are homeless at this time of 

year. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWOvD06hJqM
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We pray for the leaders of the world and for our own government.  Lord, 

we ask you to give them wisdom and inspire them to seek fair treatment 

for everyone they lead or influence 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Father God we also want to ask for your blessing on our local Church 

family, the Churches of Wendover as we seek to shine with your light and 

show your love in this village.   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for those we know who are sick or suffering today please heal 

and bless them. 

Please use this time know to bring your own prayers silently our out loud 

for anyone you know who needs God’s help today 

In this season of Advent, we celebrate the first coming of your Son to us in 

Bethlehem, may we joyfully anticipate the day when Christ will come 

again. May our Advent season be a time of drawing closer to you and 

knowing more and more of you love and hope in all of our lives. 

Let’s finish our time of prayer by praying the kingdom prayer together: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

We’re going to finish by praising our God who brings good news as we 

sing/read/listen to “How lovely on the mountains”.  Click here to find the 

song on YouTube 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore, Amen 

 

 
i Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n82_H4yabC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n82_H4yabC4

